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Tips to Successfully Writing in 1st Person

Be Inventive
-Chi ck 1 it an chovelsanttenmdirstpefsinat eonat dead.
-The writers today who are selling chick

are writing fresh inventive stories. Inventiveness is important at every level of writing.

-Inventiveness is that capability to write outside of personal experience, writing about what never
happened to the writer personally.

There are five elements to an inventive story:
1. Are you telling a fascinating story?
2. Are your characters interesting and loaded with conflicts?
3. Does the plot line dazzle?
4. Are you telling the reader what he already knows, in such a way that he does not
believe heds read it before?
5. Does it make the reader feel and think and care about some of your characters?

Make a 1st person novel read like a 31 person

First person is fun to write, but because the point of view is limited to the protagonist, you need

to make sure you can show what other characters are thinking and feeling as it provides more
interest and complexity. Besides, |just
downright irritating.

1) Writing in Deep Point of View
When you start writing i ntheprasemovingfomat of
personal, subjective perspective to a more objective view point. This subtle shifting in the

prose is developed in three stages.

The goal is to move gradually from the immediacy of the first person, to a more remote
focus, or a more objective narration. And then you try to sustain this objective narration long

it

read

Vi ew

enough to allow it to develop into another f

Example:

(Immediacy) | was afraid to let them bring me into the pre-operating room. | would be
alone. 1 would be in bed, feeling the needles and tubes piercing my flesh. 1 would imagine
all the cruel and heartless work that would be done on my ailing body.
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(Objective narration) Dr . Ching came in and grinned at
cake, Jerr y . |l 6ve done two hundred operations of
patted my shoulder. 1 liked him. He never cared that other doctors hated his being Chinese.

(Like third person) He was born in a small province in South Korea. During the war he
was left for dead in a ditch. An American soldier found him almost frozen stiff. He was
taken to a hospital where he recovered. He swore that he would show his gratitude by
becoming a doctor. He thought Americans were strange people. They always worry.

2) Dialogue Provides Alternate Viewpoints

Di alogue is a versatile component in the craf
scene is often used for more than just an exchange of on-screen information. It can serve several
functions at the same time:

a) Dialogue can intensify a moment between people

b) Dialogue can point to future possibilities (i.e. foreshadowing)

c) Dialogue can vary the pace of the scene

d) Dialogue can vary the tone of your prose

e) Dialogue can provide more insight into other characters

Example:

AWhat did you say t throwwhgapenthedoouanddlidgingherv a cr i e
backpack down at my feet. Tears shimmerinhereyesuns hed. AWhat did you s
Jemma hate me so much?0o

|l 6m fl ooredwhafil ybaumdmdte kmdowi ng about . o

AYes, you do. You said something to her o
upset she couldndt eat or sleep all night. o

AWhen?o

AThi s week. Last week. I dondt know. Wh

ABut |0 i aseoontd| protest | realize | did talk to her. Last week. Taylor
Youngcal |l ed me | ast Thursday night about the fi
happenedd A

AThen why did Jemma tell everyone that you

| 6m on ant heepiTswidlei gohft Zone and pretty soon
what the hell i's happening in this story. i M
her . She called to talk to me about the fiel

AThen why did sihde Jcernynta tAenld wihey ydou r ui ned

God, little girls gossip and they never ge
not chaperone the field trip to the Science C

A Ph oebenom. 0

Al teal choh that 16d already made plans to g

AWhy coul dndét you just say yes? Why coul d
you so selfish?o

I flinch at Evads ac cus that howshe reallyperteives s h . I
me? As selfish?

|l &m so stunned | candét speak and dondét eve

change? When did | become the bad guy? And why am | the bad guy all the time?
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AThey say youdre weird, 0o Ewa faemtki. nu & mmatd
telling everyone that you have a tattoo and you got kicked out of regular school and went to a

special school for delinquent Kkids. o0

AWhat? o

AShe said her mom knows someone who knew y
problemsandthat 6 s why | have probl ems. 0 Evabds cheek:

problems. Myonl y problem is you. 0
(fromOdd MomOut by Jane Porter, Sept

More Tips From Writing Teachers

1) Infir st per son, frfateris slmokt alveays thd majer chérdcteér. She tells
you about what has happened, or is happening to her. Her attitude is intimate, and her
vocabulary should be compatible to her background. The tone is nearly always confessional.

2) While the first person I is concerned about the people she confronts, her major concern is with
exploring and analyzing her own consciousness
revel ationo about herself, she can &mkely expl a
cannot explain how she is changing while she is changing, because she is too emotionally

embroiled in the intense process of changing. These changes will seem sudden because there

was no explanation whil e t he yificohengedasdtcarpdp eni ng .
that the hero or heroine can, or should, recount some of the stages of change that she

experienced. This authenticates that a change did take place in her.

3)The subjective Al 0 narrat or Felimgsandtimughtsfare e | and
used for different purposes. Feeling causes
Whereas thinking is what the hero or heroine does when trying to assemble into meaning what he

has already felt.

4) Try to avoid talking directly to the reader. 1 t 6 s p e rpboryiand mtdisiva devica
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